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October 9, 1984 

The Honorable Vicenti Pedro, Sr. 
Governor, Pueblo of Laguna 
P.O. Box 194 
Laguna, New Mexico 87026 

Dear Governor Pedro: 

OCT 11 1984 

PUEBlO OF LAGUN4 
GOVERNOR'S OffiCE 

On August 3, 1983, Anaconda presented Governor Martinez of the 
Laguna Pueblo an offer of a cash payment to the Pueblo in return 
for the Pueblo assuming responsibility for reclamation of the 
Jackpile-Paguate mine site. 

On April 10, 1984, after explaining the plan to the Tribal Council, 
the Council felt a deadline would be helpful, and I established a deadline 
of June 4, 1984, for the Pueblo to accept the offer in principle. In 
the following few weeks, at your request, a similar explanation of 
the cash offer was made by Anaconda to four of the Pueblo villages. 

On May 10, 1984, Anaconda, Pueblo of Laguna staff and Council, 
and representatives from the U.s. Department of Interior, including 
Dr. Garrey Carruthers, Assistant Secretary, Land and Minerals 
Management, toured the mine site and reviewed Anaconda's proposed 
Reclamation Program. During the mine tour, and at the request 
of Dr. Carruthers, with the concurrence of the Pueblo, Anaconda 
extended the deadline of the cash offer from June 4, 1984, to 
September 1, 1984. This time extension was provided in order to 
permit the Department of Interior to review Anaconda's groundwater 
study, which appeared to be the main obst.&cle to the . p~partment 
~f' 1n~.erior1~ :,;lulfilling its trust respon$ibHity to ad~i~~:i~tl)e P\leblo ' 

·~· · ":Ott Anacc:;;ndjt1s ·offer. Subsequently, the -r~~ults of the study were 
't:lelayed, and' Anaconda again e«tended the dea41%Qe<1t .. O~to.~ev· 8 •. , 

' < •' ~ ~· ' ' .~ 

At our . mee~i-trg on October ,~, 1984, ~e exp~cted tpe,1 ,.8.~R~r~ment · . · 
of InteriOr to 1'advise both parties of the,~.:J.ecorrw~endatf6n a~: a t~sUlt 
of the study. ,Although wee1 understand the., De~lfrtment ·of Jn,terior's 
USGS · Water· 'Resource J?ivision had'. ~fP~lp~~i!d ~ts' eya~. tion of · 
Anaconda's water study and found no tnconsJstencies, we. :were .told 
the Depart men~. was not in a;:tpo~itioh to ;,~dvis,ff- the PueblJ. pn the ... 
cash ,. offer and would not be unt£1 the EIS· prdcess -·is completed to 
draft publication stage. Over :tre past sever!tf)iea,r~, .·we hav~· inforll!ed, 
you on .. numerous occasions thht it is our opinipri_ thaedn EI&. is not',: 
requir~d tp proceed with reclamation of the .Jadq?ileJPagu~te .~ine· 

; sit~ •. It ~ow. appears ther~ has been ~'-(}_eu~~r~te. aJ;~e1fupt ;~o ·~el~y ., : 
·' acting ort' Anaconda's pro~os·al iuntU the E )ls Qdblished~·~-· t '· · :y · ... 
• II . . • .. : .. 11. tJ1t1 '\ «t::f1'ed; _ 

~rtuwn~w~.~d ··· 
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T~~- _pu~pes~ .. -~f. _t_~_is le!ter ___ is _ t~---~.<?l'l_r~_rrn __ ~na_conda's _withdrawal of 
!.~e _August 198~--~~~~--~~~ttl~J'!l~nt ... ~!er __ ~9.L9.~!gb~!.'--~' t9~1· This 
is in view of the fact that we have not received formal acceptance 
of this cash settlement offer .. or_ a substantial counter proposal which 
woul~--t~dicat~ ~~n_uil)_e~ __ intere~t _i!l__~g_etting on with the job of 
reclamation. 

The expiration of this cash offer does not mean Anaconda ceases 
to seek an equitable solution to the reclamation of the Jackpile-Paguate 
mine. We are ready to participate in any discussions or activity which 
may bring an expeditious resolution of this problem. 

Sincerely, 

..tJ ./} 1 

;v,..:tUA~ . 
Ben L. Odom 
Senior Vice President 
Operations 

c: G. Carruthers 
Department of Interior 
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